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Fr. Jesus Etayo

IT servo di Dio Fra Fortunatus
Thanhauser (al secolo Bernardo) nacque a
Berlino il 27 febbraio 1918. Maggiore di tre
fratelli egli trascorse 1’ infanziae 1’ adolescenza
a Volpersdorf(oggi Woliborz), un piccolo della
Silesia. Nel 1935 entro a Breslau (oggi
Wrclaw),nell’OrdinedeiFatebenefratellievenne
ammessoalNoviziatoil20settembredellostesso
anno. Emessa la Professione semplice il 21
novembre 1936, dopo aver atteso dieci anni, a
causa dell’ ostracismo delle autorita naziste e
dello scoppio della seconda guerra mondiale,
nel 1946 pote emettere anche quella solenne.

Fra Fortunatus si qualifico, prima come
infermiere e poi come assistente tecnico medico,
lavorando nell’ ospedale dei Fatebenefratelli di
Breslau fino al 1950, quando tutti i confratelli
tedeschi vennero espulsi e dettero origine in
Germania alla Provincia Renana (oggi confluita
nella Provincia Bavarese), della quale fu
Superiore Provinciale dal 1959 al 1968 ed uno
dei maggiori protagonisti e del suo sviluppo.

Accogliendo le richieste dell’ arcives-
covo di Changanacherry in visita a Francoforte,
questa giovane Provincia religiosa decisa, nel
1969 di fondare un’ opera missionaria in India,
incaricando del progetto Fra Fortunatus chea
lloraaveva51anni,insiemeadaltridueconfratelli.
Nel 1967 Fra Fortunatus fece un viaggio di
ricognizione e decise di fondare ed avviare 1’
ospedale a Kattappana, nello Stato federale del
Kerala, situato in una zona montuosa di circo
1000 metri, allorazona in via di sviluppo e
afflitta da una spaventosa poverta.

I1 15 novembre 1969, accompagnato
da Fra Prakash, una delle nuova vocazioni
indiane, Fra Fortunatus riusci ad inaugurare nel
1971 un ospedale, che ¢ il presidio sanitario piu
importante della regione e affiancato da una
Scuola Infermieristica di livello accademico.
Inoltra risollevo dalla miseria la gente con una
serie di iniziative sociali, non solo distribuendo
gratis indumenti, alimenti e medicine, ma
aiutandola a contruisi piccole case in murature
e pozzi e ad allevare capre. Egliapri residenze
per anziani ed emarginati, che visitava giornal-
menta, perfino negil ultimi anni, quando ormai
vecchio e malfermo poteva muoversi solo con
un bastone e poi in carrozzella. Fra Fortunatus
merito di essere chiamato “Padre dei poveri”
per queste sue milteplici iniziative.

La missione indiana ando accrescen-
dosi di nuove fondazioni a Poonamalle (1981),
grazie all’ instancabile impegno di Fra Alfons
Horing, a Deshgaon (1985), a Vellor (1997),
a Trichy (2005). L’8 settembre 1977 fondo la
Congregazione delle Suore della Carita di
San Giovanni di Dio, che ottenne nel 1994 il
riconoscimento diocesano. Esse vivono il
carisma e la spiritualita di San Giovanni di Dio
assistendo poveri, malati ¢ bisognosi; sono
circaun centinaio con comunita non slol in In-
dia, ma anche in Austria, Germania, Italia e
Spagna.

Fra Fortunatus, affettoda una lunga
malattia, fu ricoverato in una stanza dell’
ospedale, da lui fondato; quando era possibile,
si faceva potare nella comunita dei confratelli
e, soprattutto, nella sua “ Casa dei Poveri”.
Eglimori in concetto disantita il 21 novembre
2005, all’ eta di 87 anni.

I1 22 novembre 2014, nella chiesa
parrocchiale di Kattappana, alla presenza
dioltre diecimila persone, tra le quali molti dei
suoi confratelli ¢ Suore della Carita di San Gio-
vanni di Dio, duranta una solenne celebrazione
eucaristicapresiedutadal vescovo Mons. Matteo
Arackal, e stato aperto il processo ordinario di
beatificazione e canonizzazione tuttora in corso.
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A SHORT TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF OUR
VENERABLE BROTHER FORTUNATUS THANHASER, O.H.

(I et -
-
—
a

Bro. Donatus Forkan OH

Brother  Fortunatus  Thanhaser
spent his life as a Brother of St. John
of God trying to build community,
endeavoring with every fiber of his being
to bring people together in a spirint of
mutual respect, love and caring for each
other. Brother Fortunatus’ mission in life
was to bring people to God, and to bring
God to people. When our Blessed Lady
visited her cousin Elizabeth she brought
Jesus in her womb. In the same way
Brother Fortunatus brought the God that
lived in his heart to those whom he met
in life. The God of mercy and compas-
sion, the God of love and hospitality, the
God of gentleness and tenderness reached
out and touched the lives of people,
especially the downtrodden, the poor
and the abandoned through Brother
Fortunatus in a very distinct and real way.

From heaven Brother Fortunatus,
where he now enjoys the beatific vision,

would wish us to join with him in thanking
God for all the graces and blessings that
he bestowed on him throughout his life. In
partcular he would want us to thank God
for having called him into the religious
Hospitaller life as a Brother of Saint John
of God. Brother Fortunatus with great
humility would wish us to join with him
in a particular way in thinking God for
haven chosen him to be His instrument in
bringing a new Religious Family - the
Sisters of Charity of Saint John of God
into the life of the Church. Brother
Fortunatus would also wish us to ask
the God of mercy, the God of limitless
compassion and tender love to learn from
the heart of Jesus how we are to be his
disciples like Mary - who was the First
Disciple of Jesus.

Brother Fortunatus throughout his
religious life as a Brother of St. John of
God always endeavored to be that gentle,
loving and compassionate presence of
Cheist for people in their time of vulner-
ability and need, many of whom were
weighted down with suffering and pain
because of illness, the illness of a loved
one or grieving because of the death
of a friend or family member. Brother
Fortunatus had a particular sensitivity for
the poorest of the poor, he loved being
in their midst, listening to their stories,
comforting them with his kind words and
generally being brother to them. Brother
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Fortunatus modeled his life on the life of
St. John of God . He proved himself worthy
to be called a son, a desciple of the man
who was a Good Samaritan figure for the
people of Granada, especially for the poor,
the sick and the abandoned people. In the
same way shown by John of God, Brother
Fortunatus was a truly a Good Samaritan
type figure for the people of Kattapanna
and its environs, especially for the poor,
the sick and the abandoned people.

Brother Fortunatus served the
Order in Germany, Frankfurt and his
beloved Indian Province in many different
roles throughout his religious life, Founder
of the Order in India, as Provincial, Prior
of the Communities and Director of the
Hospital and many other roles. Brother
Fortunatus saw these various roles, not
as a personal honor or status, but as an
opportunity to be of service to others,
which he didi with great humility - be it
to his Brothers, the sick and poor people
and eventually to his Sisters. Every role
was for him a privilege that would enable
him to serve people who were sick or who
had a special need, and to which he brought
great love, dedication and commitment.
The uniqueness of the service that Brother
Fortunatus gave was an expression of
the insights into spirituality St. John
of God, which he obtained through a
deep personal prayer life. When visiting
Kattappana so many times down the
years, when I would go into the chapel
in the early morning Brother Fortunatus
already would have been there for a
long time wrapped in deep prayer. It
was this life of prayer that also sustained
him in times of difficulty and challenge

Fortune Voice, December 2016, Vol 3, Issue-4,

especially related to his particular
ministry as founder, innovator and creator
of something new and beautiful for God in
India. Brother Fortunatus in his own quiet
and unassuming desposition, and deep
faith accepted with resignation and peace
of soul his final illness and death.

May our Brother, the Venerable
Fortunatus Thanhaser who is now enjoying
the reward for a life well lived. A life lived

with great generosity, love for the poor,
joy and selfless love - so typical of the
person who lives only for God and uses
every event in life as an opportunity to
help to bring about God’s Reign on Earth.
Brother Fortunatus is our model and may
he be our intercessor before God.

Let all of us be inspired by and
following the example of our dear loving
Brother Fortunatus how to be a disciple
of Jesus, a true Hospitaller and tireless
evangelizer. Let us pray that Our Brother
will be raised to the Altars and given
as a model to all of humanity, as Saint
Teresa of Calcutta is, how we should treat
and care for each other, how we should
celebrate difference, love our environ-
ment - seeing all of creation as God’s
work of art, especially the human being,
All is Gift, all is holy, all is holy, all is an
expression of a God who is Merciful,
Loving and Compassionale. May His
Name be Glorified for every.
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The Director
Amaithi Bhavan (Care & Service Centre),
St John Of God Convent , FathimaNagar P.O
Sethurappatty, Trichy-12, TamilNadu(Dt)
Ph:04312906115, Mob - 08760326348



